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planned a work of somewhat larger dimensions, but I have-
decided to publish at the present time a singi.c volume* in
modest compass which will survey the subject in its more
general features.
I am conscious of many debts and obligations. 1 wish
in particular to record my gratitude to the Canadian Inst it ute
of International Affairs, which appointed me as a delegate
to the unofficial Commonwealth Relations Conference at
Lapstone, Australia, in 1938, and assisted mo in meeting a
part of the expenses for travel in Australia and South Africa
in that year; and I would add my recognition of many
kindnesses received from the Institute's permanent staff. I
am deeply grateful to the officials, journalists, anil scholars
in the Dominions, too numerous to name, who generously
gave me information and guidance. In the Select Biblio-
graphy and foot-notes I acknowledge my debt, to others who
have written on aspects of Dominion institutions. To my
friend Professor A. S. P. Woodhousc J owe much on this as
on other occasions for a patient and discerning criticism that
helped to reduce the number of flaws in my writing. To
the editorial staff of the University of Toronto Press 1 am
grateful for an enjoyable collaboration in the technical pro-
duction of the book and to Miss Margaret: Avison for the
compilation of the index.
Finally, I wish to express thanks to the publishers for
permission to use certain sentences from essays that 1 con-
tributed to Canada in Peace and War (Oxford University
Press, Toronto, 1941) and Problems of Modern Government
(University of Toronto Press, 1941),
A. B.
The University of Toronto
February, 1946